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 WHERE’S THE FOOD? 
 🦃🍠🌽 

 �e 2022 Jr. Titans volleyball team. 

 Journalism students with Elizabeth Holmes. 

 Elizabeth Holmes 
 By: Mrs. McDu�e & Scarlett C. 
 On  October  4th,  the  Richards  Middle  School 
 Journalism  students  had  the  opportunity  to 
 interview  veteran  Elizabeth  Holmes.  Ms. 
 Holmes  has  ties  to  Richards  as  her 
 granddaughter,  Scarlett  Cribb,  is  an  8th  grade 
 student here. 
 �e  occasion  owed  to  Ms.  Holmes’  visit  was 
 that  October  is  National  Blindness  Awareness 
 Month  and  she  happens  to  be  legally  blind.  Ms. 
 Holmes  has  been  part  of  the  visually  impaired 
 community  for  several  years  now.  We  found 
 this the perfect opportunity to speak with her. 
 First,  students  conducted  extensive  research  on 
 her  accomplishments  as  a  service  member  and 
 the  Blind  Veterans  Association  (BVA).  Our 
 Journalism  students  �uickly  learned  that  Ms. 
 Holmes  is  an  active  member  with  the  BVA  and 
 serves  in  the  role  of  National  Secretary. 
 Students  also  discovered  that  she  holds  an 
 impressive  record  of  “�rsts”  as  a  service  woman. 
 For  example,  she  became  the  �rst  female  to  be 
 commissioned  to  the  United  States  Army  in 
 the Chicago area. 
 During  Ms.  Holmes’  visit,  she  sat  with  students 
 and  told  stories  about  her  time  in  the  United 
 States  Army  and  her  travels  around  the  world. 
 Students  asked  �uestions  like  “How  has  your 
 mindset  changed  over  the  course  of  your  life?” 
 and  “How  does  it  feel  having  a  record  for  being 
 the  �rst  woman  commissioned  in  the  Chicago 
 area”?.  Ms.  Holmes’  responses  were  all  genuine, 
 honest  and  inspiring.  We  will  forever  cherish 
 our time with her and thank her for her service. 

 Volleyball Recap  By: Scarlett C., Arzoo B.A., & Lizbeth  S.L. 

 Congratulations  to  our  volleyball 
 teams’  amazing  season!  We  know 
 you  had  a  rough  start,  but 
 nonetheless  you  improved 
 drastically  over  the  season.  We 
 would  now  like  to  give  a  shout 
 out  to  all  of  our  wonderful 
 players  and  the  progress  that  they 
 made. 
 First  we  will  show  o�  our  eighth 
 graders:  Scarlett  C.,  position  - 
 outside  ;Victoria  O.,  position  - 
 middle  blocker;  Taliyah  G., 
 position  -  setter;  Estefany  B., 
 position - le� back; 

 Dalimar  M.,  position  - 
 libero/middle  back;  Sarai  M., 
 position  -  right  back;  Callia  J., 
 position  -  setter;  Jeanna  H., 
 position  -  right  back;  Camila  B., 
 position  -  outside;  Jocelyn  G., 
 position  -  outside;  Rebecca  C., 
 position  -  middle  blocker; 
 Adelyn  W.,  position  -  right  back; 
 Ashley  M.,  position  -  outside;  Mia 
 C.P.,  position  -  le�  back.  And 
 now,  a  shout  out  to  our  seventh 
 grade  players:  Evelyn  C.,  position 
 -  libero;  Guadalupe,  position  -  le� 
 back; 

 Katherine  B.,  position  -  outside; 
 Rianna  M.,  position  -  le�  back; 
 Chisomebi  C.,  position  -  middle 
 blocker. 
 Congratulations  again  to  all  of 
 our  phenomenal  players  for  their 
 hard  work,  perseverance,  positive 
 attitude,  and  an  overall  thrilling 
 season.  We  would  also  like  to 
 thank  the  coaches:  Coach  Weeks, 
 Coach  Byrd,  Coach  Taylor,  Coach 
 Vanhoose,  and  Coach  Cash;  you 
 all  did  a  fabulous  job  at  coaching 
 our  girls.  We  would  also  like  to 
 thank  the  parents  for  their 
 support. Go Lady Titans!!! 

 Nativ� America� Heritag� Mont� 
 National Native American Heritage Month 
 takes place each November. It celebrates the 
 diverse and rich culture, history, 
 contributions and traditions of our Native 
 people. 

 Nationa� Hip-Hop Histor� Mont� 
 �e cultural phenomenon of hip-hop has 
 been evolving over the last four decades. 
 Hip-Hop and rap have become some of the 
 most popular genres in the ENTIRE 
 WORLD. 

 Lun� Cancer Awarenes� Mont� 
 November is Lung Cancer Awareness Month. 
 Lung cancer is by far the leading cause of 
 cancer death for both men and women. Each 
 year, more people die of lung cancer than 
 colon, breast and prostate cancers combined. 

 Nationa� Pe� Cancer Awarenes� Mont� 
 Cancer is the leading disease-related cause of 
 death for domestic dogs and cats in the U.S., 
 so this month, spread the word to help 
 educate pet owners about how best to protect 
 their furry family members. 



 Band and orchestra perform at our 2nd annual Hispanic Heritage Month outdoor movie night. 

 Hispanic Heritage Month  By: Waylha T.J., Kayla A.,  Katherine S., Jairo L. 

 Richards  Middle  School  is  known  for 
 its  diverse  population  consisting  of 
 roughly  50%  of  Latinx  hailing  from 
 various  Spanish-speaking  countries. 
 Over  the  last  several  years,  the  Latinx 
 population  has  been  steadily  growing 
 here  at  Richards.  An  estimated  40%  of 
 students  are  �rst  generation  migrants 
 and English language learners. 
 Our  school  o�ers  a  program  called 
 English  to  Speakers  of  Other 
 Languages  (ESOL).  According  to  the 
 Georgia  Department  of  Education 
 website,  the  ESOL  curriculum  is  a 
 core  instructional  program  within 
 Georgia's  Tiered  System  of  Supports 
 for  Students.  English  learners  and 
 migrant  students  receive  language 
 instruction  and  support  services 
 based on their individual needs. 

 Culture  is  an  important  thing  to  us 
 here  at  Richards  so  we  o�en  �nd 
 uni�ue  ways  to  honor  our  di�erences. 
 �is  year’s  Hispanic  Heritage  Month 
 (HHM)  slogan  was  “Échale  Ganas” 
 (give  it  your  all).  �e  message  of  échale 
 ganas  is  for  all  migrants  or  anyone 
 enduring hardship. 
 We  typically  commemorate  HHM  in 
 many  creative  ways  such  as  our  most 
 recent  door  decorating  contest,  an 
 outdoor  movie  night,  a  logo 
 competition and daily trivia. 
 Our  �rst  ever  HHM  logo  competition 
 and  door  decorating  contest  were 
 huge  successes  with  an  overwhelming 
 amount  of  participants  and  creativity. 
 Congrats to all winners! 

 �e  trivia  segment  on  our  morning 
 broadcast  featured  �uestions  related 
 to  the  contributions  Latinx  have 
 made  in  the  United  States.  Students 
 turned  in  responses  for  the  chance  to 
 win  a  gi�  card  to  Frontera  Mex-Mex 
 Grill. ¡Delicioso! 
 Our  2nd  annual  HHM  outdoor  movie 
 night  was  also  a  success  despite  the 
 cold  weather  and  bone  chilling  wind. 
 We  gathered  to  watch  our  band  and 
 string  orchestra  perform  and  several 
 local  businesses  came  out  to  show 
 support.  �ese  included  tacos  trucks, 
 jewelry  vendors  and  Kona  Ice.  We 
 topped  o�  the  night  by  watching  the 
 �lm  “Encanto”  as  a  school 
 community.  We  look  forward  to 
 doing this again next year! 

 �anksgivin� Laugh� 🤭 

 What’s Happening at Richards? 
 Unite� Wa� 

 �is  year's  United  Way  Campaign  will 
 be  held  from  October  17  –  November 
 30.  GCPS  employees  can  donate 
 through  the  portal  and  families  can 
 donate  on  MyPaymentsPlus.  To  reach 
 our  goal  of  $12,300,  we  held  the 
 following fundraisers. 

 ●  Marco’s Pizza night 
 ●  Battle of the Bowls 
 ●  Doublegood Popcorn 
 ●  Chili’s night 
 ●  Hat Day (today 🤠!) 

 Basketbal� Seaso� i� HERE 
 Check  out  our  basketball  schedule 
 below. Dates in bold are home games. 

 ●  �urs., 12/1, 5pm, McConnell 
 ●  Sat., 12/3, 9am, Trickum 
 ●  �urs., 12/8, 5pm, Sweetwater 
 ●  Sat., 12/10, 9am, Bay Creek 
 ●  �urs., 12/15, 5pm, Jordan 
 ●  Sat., 1/7, 9am, Moore 
 ●  �urs., 1/12, 5pm, Couch 
 ●  �urs., 1/19, 5pm, Five Forks 
 ●  Sat., 1/21, 9am, Berkmar 
 ●  �urs., 1/26, 5pm, Snellville  Battle of the Bowls winners. From le� to right: Ms. Gossard (3rd), Mr. 

 McManus (1st), and Ms. Cook (2nd). Congrats! 


